Summary of Habilitation Thessis

THE ECONOMY UNDER THE IMPACT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL RESTRICTIONS AND CURRENT
CHALLENGES

Prof. Costica Mihai, PhD

Department of Economics and International Relations
Faculty of Economics and Business Administration
”Alexandru loan Cuza University” of lasi

As economic activity intensifies and globalization, the current economy has to face
major related challenges arising from both the economic and social environment and the
natural environment. Resources are depleted or generate negative externalities through their
exploitation and consumption, regional and global power poles are moving in relation to the
growth rate but also to the use of natural resources. The whole world is changing its way of
thinking, starting with the behavior of daily activities and ending with the extension of the
spheres of influence for different countries and groups of countries in order to ensure the
sustainability of the activities carried out.

In the presented context, the proposal of this habilitation thesis has the role of
presenting the didactic and scientific framework that characterizes my career so far,
emphasizing the period after the defense and public presentation, in 2003, of the results
obtained by the doctoral thesis’ title ,,Estimation of the influence of taxation in the choice of
investment projects through econometric models”, the research being undertaken under the
coordination of Professor PhD Dumitru ZAIT.

In order to present my personal activity, | will point out the main stages and results
obtained in the period from obtaining the doctorate until now, highlighting the importance of
the topics addressed, their degree of recognition among researchers in the field, teaching
performance and level of deepening in approaching the research directions that I considered to
be important for the development of personal career in the direction of empowerment. The
specifics of my career have been dominated by specific approaches to the main strand of
Economics, covering a wide variety of topics, but maintaining a key concern for

Environmental Economics and Sustainable Development.



The results obtained during the university career carried out after the defense of the
doctoral thesis, are reflected by the published works, by the sustained communications, by the
research carried out within the research projects that | conducted as project director or
research member, studies undertaken in research teams with specific activity in the field of
environment and sustainable development, but also the recognition of achievements through
citations in specialized journals. The publications were aimed mainly at high-impact journals
but also at scientifically recognized publishers.

Regarding the coordination of young researchers, the management of undergraduate
and dissertation works, participation as a member in the guidance and award commissions of
doctoral degrees from their own institution but also from other universities in the country and
abroad, as well as involvement in the realization and implementation of a project for the
establishment and development of the Center for Environmental Studies for the North-East
Development Region (Cernesim) and the coordination of a team of researchers in the field of
environmental economics are key points in the development of a mentor profile of research
PhD students.

The accumulation of knowledge and skills was done systematically and continuously,
the topics being focused on new, current, in-depth and important directions for socio-
economic life. The materialization of these efforts are presented in the first part of the
habilitation thesis, called ,,Results of scientific, professional and academic research” in which
we included both a presentation of the academic and didactic path included in the
achievements and their repercussions on scientific and practical, and presentation of the
contributions that we considered to be important for the field chosen for the habilitation, the
one related to the environmental restrictions and the current challenges, contributions
materialized in published works that meet the requirements of inclusion in the habilitation
file. The current environmental conditions and the option of sustainable development in the
context of the restrictions imposed by the state and the evolution of nature in its complexity
have been my permanent concerns throughout the years of academic activity.

The thesis includes, in the second chapter entitled Evolution and development of
research, professional and academic career, a presentation of future vectors of their own
research, specifying the components of interest for young researchers who will be guided in
their doctoral work, the projection of professional development in the next period as well as
the synthesis of the main topics that will represent the starting point in the challenges that will
be addressed to the doctoral students and researchers from the research teams of the

institution of which they are part.
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Pe masura intensificarii activitatilor economice si a globalizarii, economia actuala
trebuie sa faca fata unor provocari majore legate ce deriva atat din mediul economico-social,
cat si din cel natural. Resursele se epuizeaza sau genereaza externalitdti negative prin
exploatarea si consumul lor, polii de putere regionali si mondiali se deplaseazad in raport cu
ritmul de crestere dar si cu cel al utilizarii resurselor naturale. Lumea Intreaga isi schimba
modul de gandire, incepand cu comportamentul din activitatilor cotidiene si terminand cu
extinderea sferelor de influentd pentru diferite tari si grupuri de tari in vederea asigurarii unei
durabilitati a activitatilor desfasurate.

In contextul prezentat, propunerea acestei teze de abilitare are rolul de a prezenta
cadrul didactic si stiintific care caracterizeaza cariera mea pand in acest moment, punand
accent pe perioada de dupa sustinerea si prezentarea publica, in anul 2003, a rezultatelor
obtinute prin teza de doctorat cu titlul Estimarea influentei fiscalititii in alegerea proiectelor
de investitii prin modele econometrice, cercetarea fiind inbreprinsa sub conducerea
domnului profesor universitar doctor Dumitru ZAIT.

In scopul prezentirii activititii personale, voi puncta principalele etape si rezultate
obtinute in perioada desfasuratd de la obtinerea titlului de doctor pand in acest moment,
evidentiind importanta subiectelor abordate, gradul lor de recunoastere in randul certetatorilor
din domeniu, performantele obtinute pe plan didactic si nivelul de aprofundare in abordarea
directiilor de cercetare pe care le-am considerat a fi importante pentru dezvoltarea carierei
personale in directia abilitarii. Specificul carierei mele a fost dominat abordari specifice
filonului principal al Economiei, parcurgand o largd diversitate de teme abordate, pastrand

insd o preocupare esentiald pentru Economia mediului si Dezvoltarea durabila.



Rezultatele obtinute de-a lungul cariere universitare desfasurata dupa sustinerea tezei
de doctorat, sunt reflectate de lucrarile publicate, de comunicarile sustinute, de
cercetarile efectuate in cadrul proiectelor de cercetare pe care le-am condus in calitate de
director de proiect sau de membru cercetator, studiile Intreprinse in echipelor de cercetare cu
activitate specificd pe domeniul mediului si dezvoltarii durabile, dar si de recunoasterea
realizarilor prin intermediul citarilor in reviste de specialitate. Publicatiile au fost directionate
in mod esential spre reviste de specialitate de impact dar si spre edituri recunoscute stiintific.

In ceea ce priveste activitatea de coordonare a tinerilor cercetitori, conducerea
lucrarilor de licenta si disertatie, participarea ca membru in cadrul comisiilor de indrumare si
de acordare a titlurilor de doctorat din institutia proprie dar si din alte universitati din tarad si
strdinatate, precum si implicarea in realizarea si implementarea unui proiect de infiintare si
dezvoltare a Centrului de studii in stiinta mediului pentru Regiunea de dezvoltare Nord-
Est(Cernesim) si coordonarea unei echipe de cercetdtori in domeniul economiei mediului
reprezintad puncte nodale ale dezvoltarii unui profil de indrumator al activitatii de cercetare a
doctoranzilor.

Acumularea cunostintelor si a abilitatilor s-a facut In mod sistematic si cu continuitate,
temele abordate fiind focalizate pe directii noi, de actualitate, aprofundate si importante
pentru viata socio-economica. Materializarea acestor eforturi sunt prezentate in prima parte a
tezei de abilitare, denumita Rezultate ale cercetarii stiintifice, profesionale si academice in
care am inclus atat o prezentare a parcursului academic si didactic incluse in realizérile
obtinute si repercusiunii acestora pe plan stiintific si practic, ct si prezentare a contributiilor
pe care le-am considerat a fi importante pentru domeniul ales in vederea abilitarii, cel aferent
restrictiilor de mediu si provocarilor actuale, contributii materializate in lucrari publicate care
indeplinesc exigentele de includere in dosarul de abilitare. Conditiile actuale de mediu si
optiunea dezvoltdrii durabile In contextul restrictiilor impuse de starea si evolutia naturii in
complexitatea ei au reprezentat preocupari permanente ale mele pe tot parcursul anilor de
activitate academice.

Teza cuprinde, in capitolul al doilea intitulat Evolutia si dezvoltarea activitatii de
cercetare, profesionale si a carierei academice, o prezentare a vectorilor viitori ai cercetarii
proprii, cu specificarea componentelor de interes pentru tinerii cercetatori ce vor fi Indrumati
in activitatea lor doctorala, proiectia dezvoltarii profesionale in perioada ormatoare precum si
sinteza principalelor teme ce vor reprezenta baza de plecare in provocarile ce vor fi adresate

doctoranzilor si cercetatorilor din colectivele de cercetare ale institutiei din care fac parte.



