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A. REZUMATUL TEZEI DE ABILITARE

Al: Rezumat
Demersul de cercetare ulterior obtinerii titlului de doctor in domeniul fundamental

Stiinte economice, respectiv in domeniul de specialitate Finante, s-a concentrat pe segmentul
finantelor publice si in special pe impactul cheltuielilor publice asupra cresterii si dezvoltarii
economice.

Prezenta teza de abilitare cuprinde trei sectiuni, si anume principalele contributii si
realizari pe directii tematice, planul de dezvoltare a carierei si referintele bibliografice. Prima
sectiune rezuma o parte importanta a cercetarii intreprinse de candidat dupa finalizarea tezei
de doctorat la Universitatea ,,Alexandru Ioan Cuza” din Iasi, confirmatd prin Ordinul
Ministerului Educatiei, Cercetarii, Tineretului si Sportului nr. 4387 din 06.06.2011.

Astfel, in prima sectiune dedicata principalelor realizari stiintifice, profesionale i
academice, pe directii tematice disciplinare/interdisciplinare dupd conferirea titlului de
doctor sunt incluse patru subcapitole. Primele doua se axeazd pe segmentul cercetare iar
urmatoarele se refera la realizarile profesionale si academice.

Primul subcapitol (B1.1) cuprinde principalele contributii privind analiza cheltuielilor
publice si efectul lor asupra cresterii economice. Primul segment dedicat rezultatelor
cercetarii are in vedere analiza structurii cheltuielilor publice si impactul lor asupra cresterii
economice in tarile din Europa Centrald si de Est. Aspectul dimensionarii rationale a
cheltuielilor bugetare a fost si va ramane o preocupare actuald si de mare importanta.

Rezultatul cercetarilor intreprinse in acest segment a revelat influenta tipurilor de
cheltuieli asupra PIB-ului si a confirmat o serie de analize anterioare. Astfel, s-a putut observa
ca cheltuielile pentru aparare (Bulgaria, Ungaria si Romania), cele pentru afaceri economice
(Bulgaria si Lituania), serviciul public general (Lituania si Romaénia), ordine publica
(Bulgaria) si cheltuielile de protectie socialda (Bulgaria, Estonia, Roménia si Lituania)
manifesti o influentd negativi asupra PIB-ului. In schimb, cheltuielile pentru culturd
(Bulgaria), cele pentru educatie (Bulgaria), protectia mediului (Bulgaria si Romania) si
cheltuielile cu sanatatea (Estonia, Lituania si Romania) au o influentd pozitiva.

Mai multe concluzii au rezultat in baza observarii rezultatelor analizei. Cifre mai bune
privind cresterea economica pot fi obtinute prin realocarea cheltuielilor publice intre sectoare
productive si neproductive. Astfel, daca rezultatele sugereaza ca o serie de cheltuieli publice

precum cele cu educatia (Bulgaria, Cehia, Lituania, Romania, Slovacia, Slovenia) si cele
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pentru sanatate (Bulgaria, Cehia, Letonia, Lituania, Slovenia) au un efect pozitiv, atunci
aceste categorii ar trebui finantate prioritar si 1n nici un caz subfinantate. La polul opus, daca
rezultatele releva faptul ca o serie de cheltuieli publice precum cele cu apararea (Letonia,
Romania, Slovenia), cheltuieli cu actiuni economice (Bulgaria si Romania), servicii publice
generale (Bulgaria) si cheltuieli cu bunastarea sociala (Bulgaria, Estonia, Letonia si Slovenia)
au un impact negativ asupra cresterii economice, atunci aceste sectoare ar trebui finantate la
un nivel minim acceptat si In niciun caz sa fie ultrafinantate. O concluzie general valabila
pentru intreg grupul de tari ECE este aceea ca atat cheltuielile publice cu educatia cat si cele
pentru sdndtate au un impact pozitiv asupra cresterii, iar o politicd corectd de crestere a
finantarii acestor doud sectoare ar trebui sd devind o prioritate.

O altd subtema de cercetare s-a referit la reforma cheltuielilor publice generatda de
criza economicd din 2008 in statele UE. In etapa de criza, toate statele au mizat pe cresteri
masive ale cheltuielilor publice, dand nastere unor deficite bugetare publice majore, regasite
ulterior in cheltuieli publice bugetare legate de rambursarea imprumuturilor, a dobanzilor si
comisioanelor aferente. Tara a carei reactie la criza a fost cresterea cheltuielilor publice Intr-o
misuri consistenti este, de departe, Irlanda. Intr-un interval de numai 4 ani a crescut ponderea
cheltuielilor publice in PIB cu 31%. Efectul probabil al infuziei de capital public a facut
posibild o redresare economicd si, Incepand cu anul 2010, o reducere consistentd a
cheltuielilor publice (22%). In grupul tarilor care au mizat pe cresterea consistenta (peste 6%
din PIB) a cheltuielilor publice si implicit a investitiilor publice in vederea iesirii din criza se
numara state precum Danemarca, Lituania, Estonia, Spania, Finlanda si Marea Britanie.
Diametral opus sunt cateva state care au reusit, chiar si in perioda crizei, sa scada ponderea
cheltuielilor publice. Acest aspect a avut efecte benefice asupra datoriei publice a statelor in
cauzd, aceatsa din urma neinregistrand o crestere. Astfel, vorbim de cazul Maltei si Suediei,
tari care demonstreaza ca au avut economii solide.

Am identificat state pe care le-am putut cataloga campioane la reforme, intrucit au
reusit intr-un interval scurt (2010-2013) sd obtind reduceri consistente ale ponderii
cheltuielilor publice (chiar si de peste 7%). Aceste reforme substantiale efectuate cu doar 10
ani In urma redevin importante pentru a fi analizate cu scopul de a sublinia evolutia datoriei
publice si de a putea face eventuale preconizari cu privire la perioada urmatoare.

Traversarea crizei economice de citre statele lumii si implicit de catre statul roman a
impus adoptarea unor masuri care sa aiba ca efect redresarea economicd si crearea unor

premise favorabile pentru dezvoltarea pe termen lung. Aceste masuri vizeaza in special
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analizarea si reasezarea cheltuielilor publice pe o noud structurd care sd permita, Intr-un mix
de politici bugetare, fiscale si monetare, cresterea economica pe baze sdnitoase.

In acest context, unul din principalele instrumente pe care Guvernul le are la indeména
il constituie programul de investitii publice, care, printr-o alocare si cheltuire judicioasd a
resurselor disponibile poate corecta anumite dezechilibre aparute, in special in domeniul
constructiilor, si compensa posibilitatile sau disponibilitatile momentane mai reduse de
finantare ale sectorului privat in acest domeniu.

Un alt aspect analizat ce prezintd o importantd crescutd in contextul actual vizeaza
cheltuielile publice cu educatia si efectul lor asupra dezvoltarii economice. Tendinta de a
investi In educatie desi nu este noud, ramane un subiect de interes in orice moment al evolutiei
si dezvoltarii societatii. In Romania, existd un interes permanent pentru segmentul educatiei
iar rezultatele inregistrate la nivel macroeconomic sunt dintre cele mai notabile. Problemele
fundamentale care persista la nivelul statului nostru sunt aceleasi ca si in anii ‘90. Prima este
cea legatd de exodul de tineri educati in centre universitare, liceale, postliceale de excelenta
catre state dezvoltate precum Spania, Italia, Anglia etc. Acestea, fara a fi investit in educatia
tinerilor, se vor folosi de capacitatea lor de munca, de creativitatea si inteligenta acestora. A
doua problema, la fel de grava si cu implicatii pentru politica de guvernare, consta in slaba
finantare a sistemului de invatamant. Nivelul promis de finantare a educatiei cu 6% din PIB a
ramas un deziderat si pana in prezent, la peste 30 de ani de la revolutie din 1989.

Totodata, aceeasi problemd a subfinantdrii se observa dintr-o simpld comparatie cu
statul bulgar. Desi este cunoscut faptul ca sistemul educational din Romania este subfinantat
totusi ponderea acestei categorii de cheltuieli publice in PIB este chiar mai mica decat cea a
statului vecin.

Efectele investitiei in capitalul uman din Romania (chiar si in conditii de subfinatare)
din anii 90 si pand in prezent pot fi sintetizate si cu ajutorul indicelui dezvoltarii umane,
calculat de Programul de dezvoltare al Natiunilor Unite (United Nations Development
Programme UNDP). Indicele de dezvoltare umana (IDU) evalueaza progresele inregistrate pe
termen lung In trei dimensiuni fundamentale: o viatd lunga si sandtoasa, acces la cunostinte si
un nivel de trai decent. Astfel, se constatd progrese importante in segmentul educatiei.
Numarul mediu de ani de scolarizare a crescut cu aproape 4 ani iar speranta medie de viata cu
aproape 5 ani. De asemenea, se poate observa ca venitul pe cap de locuitor a inregistrat
cresteri consistente. Intrebarea care, insi, raméane este unde am fi putut fi in conditii de

finantare de minim 6% din PIB a acestui sector cheie?
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Caracterul interdisciplinar al propriei formaéri, ingloband cunostinte acumulate din mai
multe domenii precum finante, finante publice si drept, a stat la baza atat a elaborarii tezei de
abilitare cat si a derularii activitdtii de cercetare si predare. Astfel a rezultat si subcapitolul doi
(B1.2) Contributii asupra unor teme de interes stiintific cu caracter interdisciplinar —
cresterea economicad in contextul bunei guvernari. Au rezultat patru subdirectii de cercetare.
Prima dintre acestea a fost eficacitatea guvernamentald si cresterea economicd in zona tarilor
din Europa Centrala si de Est. Daca am analizat modul in care cheltuielile publice impacteaza
in mod direct asupra cresterii economice, trebuie sa privim lucrurile putin si mai in ansamblu.
Astfel, in contextul utilizérii banilor publici nu este important doar volumul acestora ci si
modul de utilizare si gestiune a lor de catre stat. Astfel, identificim conceptul de eficacitate
guvernamentald. Din cercetarea efectuatd s-a putut observa ca valorile indicelui de eficacitate
guvernamentald sunt cele mai scidzute in Romania, la polul opus aflandu-se Slovenia si
Estonia. Atat in Slovenia cat si in Estonia au fost puse bazele unor state stabile, prospere, cu
institutii puternice. In general, majoritatea tarilor UE sunt situate mai aproape de limita
superioara a indicelui, Bulgaria se afla pe mediand, iar Roméania este situatd mai aproape de
limita inferioard a indicelui. Pentru Romaénia, acest aspect ar putea Inseamna ca nu exista nici
o legatura intre serviciile publice si nevoile si preferintele cetatenilor.

Urmatoarea subdirectie, Rolul statului in dezvoltarea durabild, s-a conturat Intr-un
context similar care aduce in prim plan eficacitatea guvernamentald din perspectiva eficacitatii
politicilor privind protectia mediului (legislatia de mediu si fiscalitatea). Retinem ca poluarea,
degradarea mediului si pierderea biodiversitatii sunt considerate consecinte inevitabile ale
dezvoltarii societdtii umane. Pe baza rezultatelor cercetarii, s-a observat ca in tarile UE-25
existd o relatie directd intre fiecare indicator al reglementarii financiare si economia verde.
Conform rezultatelor, coeficientii tuturor variabilelor ce definesc calitatea reglementarii,
eficacitate guvernamentald, statul de drept, controlul coruptiei si economia libera sunt pozitivi
si semnificativi din punct de vedere statistic.

A treia subdirectie de cercetare a vizat structura cheltuielilor publice la nivel local si
descentralizarea fiscald. Astfel, pornind tot de la preocuparea principala privind cheltuielile
publice, un alt concept cercetat a fost si descentralizarea fiscala, alaturi de structura
cheltuielilor publice de la nivel local. S-au facut pasi importanti, dar se simte in continuare o
lipsda de predictibilitate din cauza instabilititii guvernamentale din Romania. Aceasta
schimbare frecventd a directiei guvernului creeaza haos si pentru autoritatile locale, care din
punct de vedere financiar sunt foarte dependente de bugetul de stat. Astfel, este imposibil de

implementat proiecte de anvergurd la nivel local, tocmai din cauza acestor schimbari
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frecvente. S-a ajuns doar foarte rar in punctul in care se vorbeste despre proiecte de anvergura
la nivel local.

O ultima subdirectie de cercetare vizeaza insertia pe piata muncii §i dialogul social -
premisd a optimizarii finantarii cheltuielilor publice.

Importanta si rolul pietei muncii, dar mai ales desele reforme impuse in acest segment,
au incurajat crearea de diferiti indicatori capabili sd@ masoare efectele. Retinem cei patru
indicatori propusi de OECD (OECD, 2006): nivelul cheltuielilor publice ca procent in PIB
privind masurile active privind ocuparea pe piata muncii; nivelul cheltuielilor publice cu
ajutorul de somaj si asistenta sociald; nivelul impozitului pe venit (salariu) in cazul veniturilor
mici; rigiditatea sistemului legislativ privind protectia la locul de munca.

Putem retine pornind chiar de la indicatorii propusi de OECD c& un nivel al gomajului
redus Tnseamnd o presiune mai micd pe bugetul de stat de unde ar fi necesar sa sustinem
acoperirea unui nivel de trai minim pentru cei fara venituri. Atat reducerea sumelor alocate
pentru ajutor de somaj, cit si a celor pentru asistentd sociald, coroborate cu o mai buna
insertie pe piata muncii a populatiei active generatoare de venituri la bugetul de stat reprezinta
si va reprezenta o conditie pentru reducerea deficitului bugetelor publice. Cu atit mai mult
sunt necesare programe active de stimulare a ocuparii fortei de munca, iar rolul statului prin
dirijarea cheltuielilor publice si in acest segment este determinant. Astfel, o mai buna
cunoastere a pietei muncii si a factorilor cheie ce pot sta la baza angajabilitatii viitoarelor
generatii reprezintd un pas esential in viitor pentru a optimiza cheltuielile publice tintind direct
catre nevoile reale si curente ale pietei.

Contextul actual, pandemic sau postpandemic, a impins lucrurile mult mai repede catre
telemunca ceea ce a generat provocari si pentru cadrul legislativ. Cum ar putea sa arate
contractul de munca al celui care este angajat al unei companii din Romania care lucreaza in
regim telemunca dar locuieste permanent in Asia, Africa etc? Oare este posibil ca acest aspect
al telemuncii sd devina permanent si pentru angajatii din administratie? Ce impact ar putea
avea digitalizarea asupra numarului de angajati din acest segment? Care ar putea fi impactul
reducerii cheltuielilor publice din acest segment si directionarea sumelor astfel obtinute catre
alte segmente?

Subcapitolul trei (B1.3) si patru (B1.4) din prima sectiune prezintd realizari
profesionale obtinute dupd conferirea titlului de doctor si, respectiv, realizari academice
obtinute dupa conferirea titlului de doctor.

A doua sectiune a tezei de abilitare prezintd perspectivele candidatului asupra

activitatii didactice si de cercetare, incluzindu-se aici: principalele repere ale parcursului
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profesional si academic — anterior elaborarii tezei de abilitare, planul de evolutie si dezvoltare
a carierei academice, planul de evolutie si dezvoltare a carierei stiintifice si principalele
directii de cercetare, predare si aplicatii practice. Directiile viitoare de cercetare deriva din
directiile de cercetare intreprinse pana in prezent. Astfel, pana la acest moment am analizat
impactul cheltuielilor publice si am constatat cd toate studiile demonstreaza la unison
capacitatea acestora de a genera cresteri economice. Am retinut, de asemenea, ca existd
diferente semnificative intre diferite categorii de cheltuieli publice privind aportul lor la
cresterea economica, fapt datorat diverselor contexte specifice fiecarei tari, precum nivelul de
dezvoltare, factorii geografici, factorii demografici etc.

Am retinut si pentru situatia Romaniei importanta majora a realizarii de investitii, a
cheltuielilor cu educatia si sinitatea. Intr-un atare context, preocuparea pentru cercetarea
urmatoare este fireasca si vizeaza indentificarea factorilor determinati pentru cresterea acestor
categorii de cheltuieli publice si a solutiilor care ar putea fi propuse in cazul Romaniei.

In partea a treia a tezei de abilitare este prezentata lista de referinte bibliografice care
include, alaturi de lista lucrarilor ale caror rezultate au fost discutate in prima parte, o serie de
studii utilizate in elaborarea cercetarilor, a tezei de abilitare, dar si In conturarea directiilor

viitoare de cercetare.

A/EN. SUMMARY OF THE HABILITATION THESIS

A1/EN: Summary

The research approach developed after obtaining the PhD. in the fundamental field of
Economic Sciences, respectively in the subfield Finance, was focused on public finances and
especially on the impact of public expenditures on the economic growth and development.

The present habilitation thesis comprises three sections, namely the main contributions
and achievements on thematic directions, the career development plan and the bibliographical
references. The first section summarizes an important part of the research undertaken by the
candidate after completing his doctoral thesis at the University "Alexandru loan Cuza" in lasi,
confirmed by the Order of the Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports no. 4387 of
06.06.2011.

Thus, in the first section dedicated to the main scientific, professional and academic

achievements, on disciplinary / interdisciplinary thematic directions after conferring the PhD.
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title, there are four subchapters. The first two focus on the research segment and the following
ones refer to the professional and academic achievements.

The first subchapter (B1.1) includes the main contributions regarding the analysis of
public expenditures and their effect on economic growth and development. The first part
dedicated to the research results considers the analysis of the structure of public expenditures
and their impact on the economic growth in the Central and Eastern European countries. The
rational dimensioning of the budget expenditures was and will remain a current and very
important concern.

The result of the researches undertaken in this field revealed the influence of the types
of expenditure on the GDP and confirmed a series of previous analyses. Thus, it could be
observed that the expenses for defense (Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania), those for economic
affairs (Bulgaria and Lithuania), general public service (Lithuania and Romania), public order
(Bulgaria) and the social protection expenses (Bulgaria, Estonia, Romania and Lithuania)
have a negative influence on GDP. Conversely, the spending on culture (Bulgaria), education
(Bulgaria), environmental protection (Bulgaria and Romania) and health (Estonia, Lithuania
and Romania) have a positive influence.

Several conclusions resulted from the results of the analysis. Better figures on
economic growth can be obtained by reallocating the public spending between productive and
non-productive sectors. Thus, if the results indicate that a series of public expenditures such as
those on education (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia) and
those on health (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovenia) have a positive effect,
then these categories should be funded as a priority and under no circumstances underfunded.
On the opposite pole, if the results indicate that a series of public expenditures such as those
on defense (Latvia, Romania, Slovenia), expenditures on economic actions (Bulgaria and
Romania), general public services (Bulgaria) and expenditures on social welfare (Bulgaria,
Estonia, Latvia and Slovenia) have a negative impact on economic growth, then these sectors
should be financed at a minimally accepted level and under no circumstances to be over-
financed. A general conclusion valid for the whole group of the CEE countries is that both
public expenditure on education and health have a positive impact on growth and a correct
policy to increase the financing of these two sectors should become a priority.

Another research subtheme referred to the reform of public spending generated by the
2008 economic crisis in the EU countries. During the crisis stage, all the states relied on
massive increases in public spending, giving rise to some major public budget deficits, which

were subsequently found in the public budget spending related to the repayment of loans,
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interest and related commissions. The country whose response to the crisis has been to
increase the public spending to a consistent extent is, by far, Ireland. In an interval of only 4
years, the share of the public expenditure in GDP increased by 31%. The likely effect of the
infusion of public capital made possible an economic recovery and, starting from 2010, the
consistent reduction of the public spending (22%). In the group of countries that relied on the
consistent increase (over 6% of GDP) of the public expenditures and implicitly of the public
investments, in order to get out of the crisis, there are states such as Denmark, Lithuania,
Estonia, Spain, Finland and Great Britain. On the opposite dimension, there are several states
that managed, even during the crisis, to reduce the share of the public spending with beneficial
effects on the public debt,which did not increase. In this situation we can find Malta and
Sweden, countries that demonstrate that they had solid economies.

We have identified states which we considered to be reform champions, as they
managed to obtain consistent reductions in the share of public expenditures, even over 7%, in
a short period of time (2010-2013). These consistent reforms carried out only 10 years ago are
important to be reanalyzed in order to underline the evolution of the public debt and to
estimate their economic situation of the next period.

Surpassing the economic crisis by the states, in general, and by the Romanian state, in
particular, required the adoption of measures that would have the effect of economic recovery
and the creation of favorable premises for a long-term development. These measures
particularly aim to analyze and reset the public spending on a new structure that will allow,
under a mix of budgetary, fiscal and monetary policies, the economic growth on a healthy
basis.

In this context, one of the main instruments that the Government has at its disposal is
the public investment program, which, through a judicious allocation and expenditure of the
available resources, can correct certain imbalances that have arisen, especially in the field of
construction, and compensate for the lower amount of money that is currently available for the
private sector.

Another important aspect that was analyzedwas the public spending on education and
its effect on economic development. The tendency to invest in education, although not new,
remains a topic of interest at any time of the evolution and development of a society. In
Romania, there is a permanent interest in the education field and the results recorded at the
macroeconomic level are among the most notable. The fundamental problems that persist in
our state are the same as in the *90s. A first onecould be related to the exodus of the young

people with an university, high school or post-secondary centers of excellence’s
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degreetowards the developed states, such as Spain, Italy, England etc. These, without
investing anything in the education of the young people, will use their work capacity,
creativity and intelligence. The second problem, equally serious and with implications for the
government policy, consists in the poor financing of the education system. The promised level
of funding the education with 6% of GDP remained a wishful thinking even up to nowadays,
over 30 years after the 1989 revolution.

At the same time, the same problem of underfunding can be seen in a simple
comparison with the Bulgarian state. Although it is known that the educational system in
Romania is underfunded, the share of this category of public expenditure in the GDP is even
lower than that of the neighbouring state.

The effects of the investment in human capital in Romania (even under the conditions
of underfunding),since the ’90s, can also be summarized with the help of the human
development index, calculated by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). The
Human Development Index (HDI) is a summary measure for assessing long-term progress in
three fundamental human dimensions: a long and healthy life, access to knowledge and a
decent standard of living. Thus, important progress is noted in the education field. The
average number of years of schooling increased by almost 4 years and the average life
expectancy by almost 5 years. It can also be seen that per capita income has consistently
increased. The question that remains, however, is where could we have been in terms of
financing a minimum of 6% of GDP to this key sector?

The interdisciplinary characteristic of the candidate’s training, includingthe knowledge
gained from several fields such as finance, public finance and law, was the basis of both the
elaboration of the habilitation thesis and the development of the research and teaching
activity. This is how sub-chapter two — (B1.2) Contributions on topics of scientific interest
with an interdisciplinary character - economic growth in the context of good governance—
resulted. Four sub-directions of the research were developed. The first one wasthe government
effectiveness and economic growth in the area of Central and Eastern European countries. If
we've looked at how the public spending directly impacts the economic growth, we need to
look a little more broadly. Thus, in the context of the use of the public money, not only their
volume is important, but also the way they are used and managed by the state. Thus, we
identify the concept of government effectiveness. From the conducted research, it could be
observed that the values of the government effectiveness index are the lowest in Romania,
with Slovenia and Estonia at the opposite pole. Both Slovenia and Estonia have created stable,

prosperous countries with strong institutions. In general, most of the EU states are located
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closer to the upper limit of the index, Bulgaria is on the median and Romania is located closer
to the lower limit of the index. For Romania, this aspect could mean that there is no
connection between the public services and citizens' needs and preferences.

The next sub-direction, The role of the state in the sustainable development, underlines
the government effectiveness from the perspective of the effectiveness of the environmental
protection policies (environmental legislation and taxation). We note that pollution,
environmental degradation and loss of biodiversity are considered inevitable consequences of
the development of human society. Based on the research results, it was observed that in the
EU-25 countries there is a direct relationship between each indicator of the financial
regulation and the green economy. According to the results, the coefficients of all the
variables defining the quality of regulation, government effectiveness, rule of law, corruption
control and free economy are positive and statistically significant.

The third sub-direction of the research concerned the structure of public expenditures
at the local level and fiscal decentralization. Thus, starting from the main concern regarding
the public expenditures, another investigated concept was the fiscal decentralization, along
with the structure of public expenditures at the local level. Important steps have been taken,
but a lack of predictability is still felt due to the governmental instability in Romania. This
frequent change in government direction also creates chaos for local authorities, which are
financially very dependent on the state budget. Thus, it is impossible to implement large-scale
projects at the local level, precisely because of these frequent changes. The large-scale
projects at the local level were extremely rare.

A last sub-direction of the research aims theinsertion on the labor market and social
dialogue - premise of optimizing the financing of public expenditures.

The importance and the role of the labor market, but especially the frequent reforms
imposed in this segment, encouraged the creation of different indicators capable of measuring
the effects. We note the four indicators proposed by the OECD (OECD, 2006): the level of
public expenditure as a percentage of GDP regarding the active measures focused on
employment of the labor market; the level of public spending on unemployment and social
assistance; the level of income tax (salary) in the case of low incomes; the rigidity of the legal
system regarding workplace protection.

Starting from the indicators proposed by the OECD, we can notice that a low level of
unemployment means less pressure on the state budget from where it would be necessary to
support the coverage of a minimum standard of living for those without income. Both the

reduction of the amounts allocated for the unemployment aid and those for the social
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assistance, combined with a better insertion on the labor market of the active population
generating income for the state budget, represent and will represent a condition for reducing
the deficit of public budgets. Therefore, the active programs to stimulate employment are
needed and the role of the state by directing public spending in this segment is also decisive.
Thus, a better knowledge of the labor market and the key factors that can underlie the
employability of future generations is an essential step in the future to optimize the public
spending aiming directly at the real and current needs of the market.

The current context, pandemic or post-pandemic, has pushed things much faster
towards telework, which has also generated challenges for the legislative framework. What
could the employment contract look like for someone who is an employee of a company in
Romania and works remotely but lives permanently in Asia, Africa etc.? Is it possible for this
aspect of telework to become permanent for administrative employees as well? What impact
could digitization have on the number of employees in this segment? What could be the
impact of reducing public spending in this segment and directing the amounts thus obtained to
other segments?

Subchapters three (B1.3) and four (B1.4) of the first section present the professional
achievements obtained after obtaining the PhD. title and, respectively, the academic
achievements obtained after obtaining the PhD. title.

The second section of the habilitation thesis presents the candidate's perspectives on
the teaching and research activity, including here: the main milestones of the professional and
academic career — priortothe elaboration of the habilitation thesis, the evolution and
development plan of the academic career, the evolution and development plan of the scientific
career and the main directions of research, teaching and practical applications. Future research
directions derive from the research directions undertaken to date. Thus, until this moment,the
candidate analyzed the impact of public spending and found that all the studies demonstrate
their ability to generate economic growth. We also noted that there are significant differences
between different categories of public expenditures regarding their contribution to the
economic growth, fact related to the various contexts specific to each country, such as the
level of development, geographic factors, demographic factors etc.

I also noted the major importance of making investments, spending on education and
health for Romania's situation. In such a context, the concern for the following research aims
to identify the factors that led to the increase of these categories of public expenses and the

solutions that could be proposed in the case of Romania.
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In the third part of the habilitation thesis, the list of bibliographic references is
presented, which includes, along with the list of works whose results were discussed in the
first part, a series of studies used in the development of research, the habilitation thesis, but

also in outlining the future research directions.
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