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THE MARKET AS A MECHANISM FOR ALLOCATING
SCARCE RESOURCES. FROM SOCIALISM TO CAPITALISM

Prof. Gabriel Claudiu Mursa, PhD

The essential role of this habilitation thesis is to provide a synthesis on my
professional and scientific career, after 2003, the year in which I defended my doctoral
thesis entitled Neoliberalism, led by the late professor Dr. Mihai Todosia. In its pages, I
propose to highlight the key moments of my professional evolution and the most
important results of my research effort, trying to emphasize the elements of originality,
insofar as they exist. At the same time, in the last part, I outline the most important
milestones of my professional and scientific career, as I want it in the future.

One of the most important things I have focused on in the last twenty years has
been to give my studies an interdisciplinary dimension. My debut in higher education,
as a teacher, was related to the disciplines of Economics and Economic Doctrines, the
understanding and deepening of which necessarily implies such an approach. I was
fully aware of this fact in the process of writing the doctoral thesis, the title of which
has already been mentioned. Another important aspect to mention is that, using this
approach, I noticed the need to combine the qualitative and quantitative approach,
using the cooperation of colleagues with skills in the field. Therefore, I have treated
the economic problems from a somewhat broader perspective, but not exhaustive,
being convinced that a sectarian treatment of the economic subject will alter the quality
of my conclusions. Consequently, the topics that were the subject of my efforts were
carefully selected, being analyzed in teams in which a combination of quantitative
analysis and qualitative analysis was possible. Thus, the significant results, which I
summarize in this habilitation thesis, are the fruit of my professional and scientific
approach over the last twenty years, and are translated into author books, coordinated
books, book chapters, published in the country and abroad, and articles, in particular,
published in ISI journals. Their settlement allows me to say that, in principle, my effort

was channeled on several research directions, highlighted in the habilitation thesis. On



the other hand, I think that the results obtained so far allow me to believe that my
research program in the coming years will logically continue the main directions
outlined after the defense of my doctoral thesis.

I have decided to structure this habilitation thesis in two parts, to which a
selective summary and bibliography are added. The first of these, entitled Research,
Professional, and Academic Achievements, is divided into two sections. The first of these
aims to highlight the scientific, professional and academic contributions, emphasizing
the most important moments of my academic and teaching activity, providing, in
addition, a summary of the main results of scientific activity, their impact. In the
second, entitled Results of scientific research in the field of Economics, I try to score the
most important results of my personal research effort in the field in which I wish to
obtain the habilitation, with concrete reference to the most important articles
published after defense of the doctoral thesis. I mention that almost all of them are
written in cooperation with other colleagues, from the “Alexandru loan Cuza”
University of Iasi or from other universities in Romania. I have preferred the selection
of papers published in ISI journals, because I consider that the publication of a result
of one's own research effort in such a journal constitutes a minimal recognition of the
value of the research approach. For the sake of brevity, I will not make explicit
references here, but I specify that all the results are in line with the logic of the main
concern of the author of these lines, that of understanding the functioning of the capitalist
economic order. I witnessed the collapse of the socialist system and the gradual building
of the capitalist system in the countries of the former Soviet bloc. Therefore, from the
first years of university studies, I was concerned with understanding the functioning of
the free market. From different perspectives, all my research, professional and academic
endeavors come together under this "umbrella". So, in the published books and
articles, I have tried to understand how Romania has gone from the planned economic
order to the free market, as well as how the market operates in its various guises, for
example, the labor market or financial market.

The second part, entitled Evolution and development of the research, professional and
academic career, was structured in three sections. Their purpose is to make a brief

presentation of the future directions of research (Section I), of my professional



evolution (Section II) and crystallization of the topics that will be the subject of
discussions, debates with future PhD students, researchers and research teams. I
propose that, starting from the relevant results of my research activity, to outline
fundamental topics to be addressed in research programs with young researchers.
The habilitation thesis concludes with a synthetic presentation of the main
bibliographic sources used in the conception of this work, making a demarcation

between those belonging to the author and those belonging to other authors.

Rezumat al tezei de abilitare

PIATA CA MECANISM DE ALOCARE A RESURSELOR RARE.
DE LA SOCIALISM LA CAPITALISM

Prof. univ. dr. Gabriel Claudiu Mursa

Rolul esential al acestei teze de abilitare este acela de a oferi o sintezd asupra
traiectoriei mele in plan profesional Si Stiintific, dupd anul 2003, an in care mi-am
sustinut teza de doctorat cu titlul Neoliberalismul, sub conducerea regretatului profesor
universitar doctor Mihai Todosia. Imi propun ca, in paginile ei, si scot in evidentd
momentele-cheie ale evolutiei mele profesionale Si cele mai importante rezultate ale
efortului meu de cercetare, incercand sa accentuez elementele de originalitate, in
masura in care ele existi. In acelasi timp, in ultima parte, schitez cele mai importante
borne ale carierei mele profesionale Si stiintifice, asa cum mi-o doresc pe viitor.

Unul dintre cele mai importante aspecte asupra carora mi-am concentrat atentia
in ultimii doudzeci de ani a fost sd confer studiilor mele o dimensiune interdisciplinara.
Debutul meu in invdatamantul superior, in calitate de cadru didactic, a fost legat de
disciplinele Economie Si Doctrine economice, a caror intelegere Si aprofundare
implicd, in mod obligatoriu, o astfel de abordare. Am constientizat deplin acest fapt in
procesul de concepere a tezei de doctorat, al cdrei titlu a fost mentionat deja. Un alt

aspect important de mentionat consta in faptul cd, recurgand la acest mod de abordare,



am sesizat necesitatea imbinarii abordarii calitative Si utilizarea, in limita posibilitatilor
a abordarii cantitative, din acest punct de vedere, apeland la cooperarea colegilor cu
abilitati in domeniu. Asadar, am tratat problemele economice dintr-o perspectiva ceva
mai ampld, dar nu exhaustiva, fiind convins cd o tratare sectard a subiectului economic
imi va altera calitatea concluziilor. In consecinta, subiectele care au facut obiectul
demersurilor mele au fost atent selectate, fiind analizate in echipe in care a fost posibila
o combinatie de analiza cantitativa Si analizd calitativa. Astfel, rezultatele
semnificative, pe care le sintetizez in prezenta teza de abilitare, constituie rodul
demersului meu profesional Si stiintific din ultimii doudzeci de ani, Si se concretizeaza
in cdrti de autor, cdrti coordinate, capitole de carti, publicate in tard Si strdinatate, Si
articole, in special, publicate in reviste ISI. Decantarea lor imi permite sa spun c4, in
principiu, efortul meu a fost canalizat pe cateva directii de cercetare, subliniate in teza
de abilitare. Pe de alta parte, consider ca rezultatele obtinute pand in acest moment imi
permit sa cred cd programul meu de cercetare din anii urmatori va continua, in mod
logic, directiile principale conturate dupa sustinerea tezei de doctorat.

Am decis sa structurez prezenta teza de abilitare in doua parti, cdrora li se
adaugd un rezumat Si o bibliografie selective. Prim dintre ele, pe care am intitulat-o
Rezultate ale cercetdrii Stiinfifice, profesionale Si academice, este impartita in doud sectiuni.
In prima dintre ele vizeazd scoaterea in evidentd a contributiilor stiintifice,
profesionale Si academic, pundnd accent pe cele mai importante momente ale
activitatii academic Si de predare, oferind, in plus, o sinteza a principalelor rezultate
de activitate stiintifica, a impactului lor. In cea de-a dous, intitulati Results of scientific
research in the field of Economic, are in vedere punctarea celor mai importante
rezultate ale efortului personal de cercetare in domeniul in care imi doresc obtinerea
abilitarii, cu referire concreta la cele mai importante articole publicate dupa sustinerea
tezei de doctorat. Mentionez cd aproape toate sunt scrise in cooperare cu alti colegi,
din Universitatea ”Alexandru Ioan Cuza” din lasi sau din alte universitati din
Romaénia. Am preferat selectarea lucrarilor publicate in reviste ISI, deoarece consider
cd publicarea unui rezultat al propriului efort de cercetare intr-o astfel de revista
constituie o minima recunoastere a valorii demersului de cercetare. Din ratiuni de

concizie, nu voi face referiri explicite aici, insa precizez ca toate rezultatele se inscriu



in logica principalei preocupdri a autorului acestor randuri, aceea de a infelege
functionarea ordinii economice de tip capitalist. Am fost martorul prabusirii sistemului
socialist Si al edificdrii treptate a sistemului capitalist in tarile din fost bloc sovietic. De
aceea, incd din primii ani de studii universitare, am fost preocupat si infeleg
functionarea piefei libere. Din diferite perspective, toate straduintele mele de cercetare,
profesionale Si academic se reunesc sub aceastd “umbreld”. Asadar, in cartile si
articolele publicate, m-am straduit sa inteleg modul in care Romania a trecut de la
ordinea economicd planificata la cea de piata liberd, precum Si modul in care piata
functioneaza in din diversele ei ipostaze, spre exemplu, piata muncii sau piata
financiara.

Partea a doua, intitulata Evolutia si dezvoltarea activitatii de cercetare, profesionale
si a carierei academice, a fost structurata in trei sectiuni. Scopul acestora este acela de a
face o scurtd prezentare a directiilor viitoare de cercetare (Sectiunea I), de evolutie
profesionald (Sectiunea II) Si cristalizare a temelor ce vor face obiectul discutiilor,
dezbaterilor cu viitorii doctoranzi, cercetitori Si echipe de cercetitori. Imi propun ca,
plecand de la rezultatele relevante ale activitdtii mele de cercetare, sd schitez teme
fundamentale de abordat in programele de cercetare cu tineri cercetatori.

Teza de abilitare se incheie cu o prezentare sinteticd a principalelor surse
bibliografice utilizate in conceperea acestei lucrdri, faicind o demarcatie intre cele care

apartin autorului Si celor apartinand altor autori.



