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The habilitation thesis “Spatiality and sustainability in economic development” provides
an overview of the candidate's academic, scientific and professional career, as well as its main
directions and future development. The scientific results in the field of Economics are presented,
on disciplinary and interdisciplinary research directions, achieved after obtaining the title of doctor
in International Business and Economics. The main future directions in the research and
professional activity are also outlined, indicating the specific actions for their implementation. The
thesis is structured as follows: scientific, professional and academic achievements, the plan for the
evolution and development of the scientific, professional and academic career and the
bibliographic references associated with the content of the habilitation thesis.

Section A, dedicated to scientific, professional and academic achievements, is divided into
two chapters, titled: Scientific, professional and academic contributions and Results of scientific
research in the field of Economics.

The first chapter presents the teaching and research activity carried out by the candidate
after obtaining the scientific title of doctor, both in terms of areas of interest and results obtained,
as well as their impact, visibility and recognition in the academic community. At the same time,
the candidate's involvement in research and development projects carried out in the academic
environment or in collaboration with the business environment is highlighted, as well as in guiding
activities for students and young researchers in the field of economics.

The second chapter presents the results of the scientific research in the field of Economics
obtained by the author, in three directions, which allow the approach of sustainable development

in a holistic vision: taking into account the determinants of regional competitiveness and based on



institutions that support economic performance and to ensure economic and social well-being and
environmental health.

1. Research on the spatiality of economic development. This first line of research
sought answers to the question of why economic growth does not lead to similar levels of
prosperity, employment and well-being in different regions and how policy makers can reduce
such inequalities. To answer, the research considered the theoretical and empirical approach of
agglomeration economies and agglomeration mechanisms designed to explain the location of
economic activities in space, the factors that determine competitiveness and regional development,
starting from agglomeration economies and economic policies able to support regional and
national development.

2. Research on the role of institutions in sustainable development. This research
direction captured the strong interdependence between economic performance and the informal
institutional framework, by formulating specific criteria on the basis of which this relationship is
structured, the role of the institutional legacy of the past in the emergence of institutional blockages
in transition countries, and several lines of action necessary to overcome socio-economic
difficulties. At the same time, research tried to find evidence of institutional quality by researching
in depth the dimension and causes of the informal economy, the sustainability of public finances
and the resilience of governments to crises.

3. Research on the social and environmental aspects of sustainable development. The
third direction of research is based on the idea that sustainable development requires special
attention to social cohesion and the quality of the environment. One of the most important
challenges is to find suitable solutions to absorb the young generation in productive work activities,
S0 our research investigated the nexus between the unemployment rate among the young
generation and the precise response of the state to prevent and limit such a phenomenon. The
systemic vision of sustainable development must be able to overcome the acute crisis of economy-
environment compatibility, the solution being found in the approach in an integrative, concentric
and concerted manner of the resource-economy-environment trinomial. At the same time, the
research analyzed the convergence of renewable and non-renewable energy consumption, looking

for energy efficiency solutions to reduce the impact on the environment.



Section B of the habilitation thesis presents a project for the development of the scientific,
academic and professional path, being structured in two chapters, titled: Development of research
activity and Development of academic and professional career.

The first chapter is devoted to the objectives envisaged by the candidate in the future
research activity and the concrete actions for their implementation. Future research directions are
also being outlined, by continuing and deepening concerns about spatial and sustainable
development. These research directions are: Sustainable development from the perspective of the
post-communist experience of Eastern Europe and Agglomeration economies and sustainable
development.

The second chapter of section B presents the specific objectives and actions for the
development of the author's academic and professional career, in two main directions: didactic and
institutional.

Section C contains the personal scientific papers of the candidate and bibliographic
references that formed the basis of the elaboration of this habilitation thesis, which support the

highlighted results and the research perspectives considered.



Rezumatul tezei de abilitare

SPATIALITATE SI SUSTENABILITATE iN DEZVOLTAREA
ECONOMICA

Conf. univ. dr. Raluca-Irina CLIPA

Teza de abilitare “Spatiality and sustainability in economic development ’/ “Spatialitate si
sustenabilitate in dezvoltarea economica”] ofera o imagine de ansamblu asupra carierei
academice, stiintifice si profesionale a candidatei, precum si a directiilor principale si de dezvoltare
viitoare ale acesteia. Sunt prezentate rezultatele stiintifice pe domeniul Economie, pe directii de
cercetare disciplinare si interdisciplinare, obtinute dupa dobandirea titlului de doctor in Relatii
Economice Internationale. De asemenea, sunt conturate principalele directii viitoare in activitatea
de cercetare si profesionala, indicand actiunile specifice de punere in practica a acestora. Teza este
structurata astfel: realizarile stiintifice, profesionale si academice, planul de evolutie si dezvoltare
a carierel stiintifice, profesionale si academice si referintele bibliografice asociate continutului
tezei de abilitare.

Sectiunea A, destinata realizarilor stiintifice, profesionale si academice, este impartita in
doud capitole, intitulate: Contributii stiintifice, profesionale si academice si Rezultate ale
cercetarii stiintifice in domeniul Economie.

Primul capitol prezinta activitatea didactica si de cercetare desfasurata de candidata dupa
dobandirea titlului stiintific de doctor, atat din punct de vedere al domeniilor de interes si al
rezultatelor obtinute, cat si al impactului acestora, vizibilitatii si recunoasterii in cadrul comunitatii
academice. Totodata, este reliefata si implicarea candidatei in proiecte de cercetare-dezvoltare
derulate in mediul academic sau in colaborare cu mediul de afaceri, precum si in activitati de
indrumare a studentilor si tinerilor cercetatori in domeniul economiei.

Al doilea capitol prezinta rezultatele cercetarii stiintifice in domeniul Economie obtinute

de autoare, pe trei directii, care permit abordarea dezvoltarii sustenabile intr-o viziune holistica:



sustin performanta economica si sprijina nevoile sociale si de mediu ale indivizilor.

1. Cercetari privind spatialitatea dezvoltarii economice. Aceasta prima directie de
cercetare a cautat raspunsuri la intrebarea de ce procesul de crestere economica nu duce la niveluri
similare de prosperitate, ocupare si bunastare In regiuni diferite si cum ar putea factorii de decizie
politica sa reduca astfel de inegalitati. Pentru a raspunde, cercetarea a avut in vedere abordarea
teoretica si empiricd a economiilor de aglomerare i a mecanismelor de aglomerare menite sa
explice localizarea activitatilor economice in spatiu, factorii care determind competitivitatea si
dezvoltarea regionald, pornind de la economiile de aglomerare, precum si politicile economice in
masura sa sprijine dezvoltarea la scara regionala si nationala.

2. Cercetari privind rolul institutiilor in dezvoltarea sustenabila. Aceasta directie de
cercetare a surprins relatia de interdependenta puternica dintre performanta economica si cadrul
institutional informal, prin formularea unor criterii specifice pe baza carora este structurata aceasta
relatie, rolul mostenirii trecutului 1n aparitia blocajelor institutionale in térile in tranzitie, precum

si cateva linii de actiune la nivel institutional necesare pentru a depasi dificultatile de natura socio-
economica. Totodata, cercetarea a cautat sa gaseasca evidente privind calitatea institutionala,
investigand Tn profunzime dimensiunea si cauzele economiei informale, sustenabilitatea finantelor
publice si rezilienta guvernelor in fata crizelor.

3. Cercetari privind aspectele sociale si de mediu ale dezvoltarii sustenabile. A treia
directie de cercetare a plecat de la ideea cd dezvoltarea sustenabila necesitd o atentie speciald
privind coeziunea sociala si calitatea mediului. Una dintre cele mai importante provocari este
gasirea de solutii adaptate pentru a absorbi generatia tanard in activitati productive de munca,
astfel ca cercetarea noastra a investigat relatia dintre rata somajului in randul tinerei generatii si
raspunsul precis al statului pentru a preveni si limita un astfel de fenomen. Viziunea sistemica a
dezvoltarii sustenabile trebuie sa poatd depdsi criza acuta de compatibilitate economie-mediu,
solutia gasindu-se Tn abordarea intr-o maniera integrativa, concentrica si concertata a trinomului
resurse-economie-mediu. Totodatd, cercetarea a analizat convergenta consumului de energie
regenerabila si neregenerabild, cautand solutii de eficientd energetica pentru a reduce impactul

asupra mediului.



Sectiunea B a tezei de abilitare prezinta un proiect de dezvoltare a parcursului stiintific,
academic si profesional, fiind structuratd pe doud capitole, intitulate: Dezvoltarea activitatii de
cercetare si Dezvoltarea carierei academice §i profesionale.

Primul capitol este destinat obiectivelor avute in vedere de candidata in activitatea viitoare
de cercetare si actiunile concrete de punere in practica a acestora. De asemenea, sunt conturate
directiile viitoare de cercetare, prin continuarea si aprofundarea preocuparilor privind dezvoltarea
spatiala si sustenabild. Aceste directii de cercetare sunt: Dezvoltare sustenabila din perspectiva
experientei postcomuniste a Europei de est si Economii de aglomerare si dezvoltare sustenabila.

Al doilea capitol al sectiunii B prezinta obiectivele si actiunile specifice pentru dezvoltarea
carierei academice si profesionale a autoarei, pe doua directii principale: didactica si institutionala.

Sectiunea C cuprinde lucrarile stiintifice personale si referintele bibliografice care au stat
la baza elaborarii prezentei teze de abilitare, care sustin rezultatele evidentiate si perspectivele de

cercetare avute Tn vedere.



